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Changes to the SMS Methodology

1) Unsafe Driving and Crash Indicator Exposure

2) Measurement for Controlled Sub/Alcohol 

3) Severity weight updates

4) Size and weight violations



Exposure – Unsafe Driving & Crash

 Utilization factor now included in calculation



Exposure – Unsafe Driving & Crash

 Utilization factor now included in calculation

* Utilization Factor only used if carrier has up-to-date mileage



Exposure – Unsafe Driving & Crash

 Carriers separated into  two segments for 
comparison and ranking

Combo – Combination trucks/motor coaches constituting 70% or 
more of the total PU. 

Straight – Straight trucks/other vehicles constituting more than 
30% of the total PU.



Exposure – Controlled Sub/Alcohol

FMCSA realized that violations within this BASIC were more 
likely to be found during and inspection rather than cause the 
inspection.  

Measure of exposure is now based on the number of relevant 
inspections instead of PU.  



Severity Weight Updates

 Hazardous Materials

 Speeding



Size and Weight

 Size and weight violations have been removed from the 
Cargo-Related BASIC 

 Roadside enforcement will continue

 Alternate methods to address the issue are under 
development

 Violators will be dealt with by investigators during 
investigations, could include enforcement action (NOC, 
NOV)



Deficiency Thresholds



ISS – Inspection Selection System



Ongoing Concerns

 Use of all crashes, regardless of preventability

 Public Perception, Plaintiff Attorneys, Customers

 Inclusion of “Warnings”

 HM violations in the Cargo BASIC

 Cargo BASIC Peer Groups  



Questions?


