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Agenda 

 CSA Fact or Fiction? 

 SMS Changes 

 Concerns With CSA 

 Discussion/Questions 



Fact or Fiction? 

He said it! 

I did it! 



Who knows? 

Fact or Fiction? 



CSA - Just the Facts! 



CSA - Just the Facts!....or Fiction? 

• FMCSA:  200,000 carriers have sufficient data to be scored in CSA. 
 FMCSA has sufficient data to assess 40% of active carriers in at least one category and assign 

a percentile rank in at least one category to 12% of active carriers. 
 

• FMCSA:  The 200,000 carriers with at least one percentile rank are 
involved in 93% of state reported crashes 
 93% of reported crashes 
 UMTRI:  Several states report less than 75% 

• FMCSA:  Past crash involvement is a strong predictor of future 
crash risk, regardless of fault. 
 Crash involvement rate is often a function of exposure 
 Geographical bias :  Urban areas = more exposure 

Sources: UMTRI, ATRI, American Trucking Associations 



CSA - Just the Facts!....or Fiction? 

• FMCSA:  Carriers with 5 or less power units make up 85% of the 
industry.  93% of these small carriers do not score poorly. 
  

 

 

Sources: UMTRI, ATRI, American Trucking Associations 

• FMCSA:  Some BASICs are more closely related to the risk of 
future crashes than others whereas some are more focused on the 
impact of a crash than others, but all are important to safety 
performance. 
 According to ATRI, there is a negative correlation to crash risk with the Driver Fitness BASIC. 
 Assuming the non-public BASICs likely do not correlate to crash risk, 43% of the system 

does not effectively identify crash risk. 
 



CSA  The Game Changer is Changing! 

 Effective December 2012 (November data snapshot) 

 Creation of new BASIC (rename) 

 Changes affecting several BASICs 
 Unsafe Driving 
 Fatigued Driving 
 Vehicle Maintenance 
 Cargo 
 Crash 

 Change in the process to make changes. 



CSA Changes  December 2012 

Unsafe Driving BASIC 

 Removal from consideration all speeding violations 
between 1 and 5 mph over the speed limit.  Change will 
be retroactive (prior 24 months). 



violations where a mph above the posted speed is not 
indicated.  Change will be retroactive to January 1, 2011. 



CSA Changes  December 2012 



CSA Changes  December 2012 

Fatigued Driving BASIC 

 Name changed to Hours-of-Service Compliance BASIC. 

 Make severity weights for comparable EOBR and logbook 
violations the same. 

Hours-of-Service Compliance BASIC 



CSA Changes  December 2012 

Driver Fitness BASIC 

 No meaningful impact due to changes. 



CSA Changes  December 2012 

Controlled Substance and 
Alcohol BASIC 

 No meaningful impact due to changes. 



CSA Changes  December 2012 

Vehicle Maintenance BASIC 

 Attributing to motor carriers only those violations 
found on equipment offered or provided by the IEP that 
should have reasonably been detected by the driver.  

 Vehicle maintenance violations cited on a level 3, or 
other non-equipment type inspection, will not be 
considered in the SMS calculation for the VM BASIC 

 Movement of all cargo securement related violations 
from the Cargo BASIC to the VM BASIC.  



CSA Changes  December 2012 

Cargo-Related BASIC 

 Removal of all load securement violations. 

 Name changed to Hazardous Materials Compliance 
BASIC 
 Withheld from public view until at least December 

2013 

 Only violations cited involving placarded loads of 
hazmat considered. 

 New criteria for defining which carriers will be subject 
to the lower HM intervention thresholds in each BASIC. 

Hazardous Materials Compliance BASIC 



Crash BASIC (Indicator) 

CSA Changes  December 2012 



home page to separate the fatality/injury category into 
two separate categories. 



CSA Changes  December 2012 



All BASICS 

CSA Changes  December 2012 

 Terminology 
  
  

 Carriers with a sufficient number of inspections, but 
lack violations, will be assigned a score of 0%. 



Hazardous Materials Compliance BASIC 



Hazardous Materials Compliance BASIC 

Applicable Violation = Any violation during any vehicle 
roadside inspection Level 1, 2, 5, or 6 listed in Appendix A 
of the SMS methodology. 

Relevant Inspection = Any Level 1, 2, 5, or 6 where 
placardable quantities of hazardous materials are being 
transported.  



Hazardous Materials Compliance BASIC 



CSA Concerns 

o The hazardous materials BASIC made publicly available 
in current condition. 

o Still no mechanism to account for accident 
preventability. 

o Continued, growing concern over the effectiveness of 
the program to accurately label safety performance. 

o FMCSA still plans to move forward, in early 2013, with 
rulemaking that revise the safety fitness determination 
process to tie safety ratings to CSA performance, 
without a comprehensive compliance review. 



Questions? 

Jason Wing 
Manager, Safety Compliance and Training 

ABF Freight System, Inc. 
jwing@abf.com 
(479) 785-6221 

mailto:jwing@abf.com

